


Jim Appleton - British Saddleback breeder and BPA Council Member

1932 to 2008

It is with deep sadness that we report the death of Council member Jim Appleton. Jim had been
battling cancer for some time but had been looking forward to judging the Pig of the Year Final at
Harrogate this year. Unfortunately he was taken ill whilst on holiday and died on 29th June.

Jim joined the National Pig Breeders Association in the summer of 1951 and registered his first
Wessex Saddleback pigs under the Rainbarrow prefix in the 1953 herdbook, a Viking boar and a

Daphne gilt.

Over the next 15 years several boar lines were introduced into
the herd including Golden Arrow, Norseman, Cavalier and
Viscount but he remained faithful the Daphne line. Rainbarrow
Daphne 100 was born in 1960 and by the time of the merger with
the Essex breed and the formation of the British Saddleback in
1967 there were 141 Rainbarrow Daphne’s registered in the
NPBA herdbook.

The late sixties and the seventies were a difficult time for
traditional breeds and it was not until 1979 that the Rainbarrow
herd began pedigree registrations again with the introduction of
the British Saddleback lines Belle and Lottie. During the eighties
the Consort, Prefect and Stockbroker boar lines came into the
herd along with the Rosette and Silverwings sow lines. In the
nineties the Golden Arrow boar line returned with the Red Rose
sow line. None of these ever matched the Daphne line for
numbers registered but there were still impressive totals with 42
Prefect and 40 Stockbroker boars added to the herdbook.

Jim was great believer in tradition whilst being ready to embrace
new technology and ideas. He was a great advocate of the
unigue notching pattern used by the British Saddlebacks but he
also enjoyed introducing a bit of fun into the showring with his
One Man and His Pig Display.

A young Jim Appleton with a boar
destined for export to the West Indies

He celebrated his 70™ birthday at the Great Yorkshire Show in the BPA marquee and told the story
of how he used to take his boar round to serve the local sows. “There was always someone who
would ring just after | had left” he said. “If only | had had a mobile phone in those days | could have
covered more sows.” (and charged a few more service fees of course).

He served as a Breed Representative for the
Saddlebacks on the Minor Breeds Committee and
then on the Traditional Breeds Committee. As a
Breed Representative he was always willing to help
less experienced breeders and was happy for the
BPA office to refer callers to him for information and

The Appleton Family taking pigs to the ring at the Royal
Lancashire Show

advice about the Saddleback breed. He was
also Chairman of the British Saddleback
Breeders Club from its foundation in 1995. He
was elected onto the BPA Council in 1999 and

lately served on the Pedigree Breeds Jim judging the first Saddleback Champion of Champion Final at
Committee as well as the Pedigree Pork Hatfield Show in 2005 (photo R. Lutwyche)

Committee. He was instrumental in preventing

the introduction of compulsory slapmarking for sl@#yhter pigs in 2002 by pointing out that it would be
impossible to slapmark the weaners that he supplied to the suckling pig trade. His sage advice will

be sorely missed.
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The BPA Bloodline Survey will be carried out later this month. This is an important piece of conservation work that
we have to complete each year and we need every pedigree breeder to take part in the survey.

Its very simple to do and will only take few minutes of your time. Survey forms showing all the pigs that the BPA
computer thinks are alive and in your herd will be sent out. You can complete the paper forms and return them to
the office or you can complete your survey on-line through the members area of the BPA website.

What information is being collected? All we want to know is whether the pigs on the list are still alive in your herd,
did you kill them off or were they sold on to someone else.

What happens if | don’t complete the survey? The first thing that will happen is that a breed surveyor will call you
and ask you to complete your survey or they may offer to fill in the survey for you over the phone. If you don't send
in a return before the closing date then the computer will automatically analyse your herd and kill off pigs that it
thinks are probably dead e.g. sows over 6 years of age that have not had a birth notified litter in the last year. Of
course this entails an element of guess work and we might get it wrong so it is much better that you complete the
survey yourself rather than leaving it up to the computer. Pigs that have been killed off can always be resurrected,
their records are not removed from the system, but it will cause you problems if you want to birth notify a litter from a
sow that we think is dead.

What happens when the survey is finished. The most important output from the survey is the analysis of bloodlines
in each breed. The survey highlights which bloodlines are most at risk and helps to prevent lines being lost. These
surveys have played an important role in breed conservation since they were introduced by the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust some 20 years ago.

The results of the survey will be published in the BPA newsletter and elsewhere and the population information is
submitted to DEFRA for their official records.

The survey has other important benefits are well. The on-going programme of genetic analysis can only be really
effective if we know which pigs are alive. There is no point in finding out which is the rarest boar so that it can go
into a semen freezing programme if it turns out to have been killed off last year.

Of course you can help with this process by keeping your pedigree records up to date via the website. It is easy to
kill off your pigs on-line and this makes it easier for you to manage your own records when you want to register pigs.
Even if you do this regularly we would still need to carry out an annual audit of the pedigree database to ensure that
our records are as accurate as possible.

Pedigree breeding is about conservation so please help us by being part of this important conservation programme.
When you get your survey forms please don't file them in the dustbin. Take a few minutes to complete the survey.
Who knows it may help to find the last pig in a line and without your help the line could be lost forever.
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Any herdbook registered pig can be advertised free of charge on the BPA website. Its so easy. Just go into your
records via the Members Area and select the pigs that you want to appear when other visitors to the website search
for pigs for sale. Hundreds of these searches are carried out every month. You can also advertise boars for hire and
boars standing at Artificial Insemination centres. The boars for hire and Al from the website are listed on the next
few pages. In the next newsletter we will try to include the pigs for sale as well so visit the website and get clicking.
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Deerpark Pedigree Pigs, 2 Drumanee Road, Bellaghy, Magherafelt, Northern Ireland, BT45 8LE. Tel: 02879 386 287

BK  Applegarth Nama Abel 142, 02/06/2005, NAE/142, R0O00682BK
BK  Gracebank Orlando 2, 12/02/2008, BTS/130, RO01566BK

BS Victoria Golden Arrow 165, 02/02/2005, WMC/165, R001024BS
GS Alsa Gerald 451, 01/01/2005, KCE/451, R001153GS

GS Greenan Rufus 4, 20/05/2004, EXE/160, R001685GS

GS  Windmill Patrick 6, 25/01/2007, HCR/1348, R0O03320GS

LB  Sock Attempt 15, 05/03/2007, SOK/3106, A

LB  Bilgrm Defender 14, 07/07/2005, BBL/14, A

MW Lakeview Captain 1, 05/11/2005, TBH/1, RO00937MW

TW  Stoneymoor Royal Standard 6, 26/02/2005, HCE/395, RO00560TW
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Berkshire

Chapel Peter Lad 2, 24/01/2007, BSX/5C, R001143BK
Mrs S H Ashcroft, Abbey Farm Cottage, Low Barlings, Langworth, Lincoln, , LN3 5DG. Tel: 01522 751323

Caumpedene Peter Lad 10, 01/01/2004, WCC/596, R000126BK
Mrs S H Ashcroft, Abbey Farm Cottage, Low Barlings, Langworth, Lincoln, LN3 5DG. Tel: 01522 751323

Larkrise Namatjira 801, 13/01/2007, RRA/801, R001148BK
Mr J & Mrs M Hadfield, Huntingford Cottage, Smithy Lane, Dockenfield, Farnham, Hampshire, GU10 4HJ. Tel: 01428
717427

Dittisham Nama Abel 7, 01/09/2006, FPA/914, R0O01061BK
Mrs Christine Parker, Beech Tree Farm, Hay Lane, Ham, Nr Sandwich, CT14 OEE. Tel: 01304 619590

British Saddleback

Barlings Carl 38, 07/10/2007, ASY/38, R002526BS
Mrs H Askew, Bridge Farm Produce, Bridge Farm, Fen Road, Donington, Spalding, PE11 4XE. Tel: 01775 820677

Prestcombe Golden Arrow , 12/01/2007, NJJ/323, R002291BS
Messrs K White & R Phillips, Upper Crossway Cottage, Craswall, Herefordshire, HR2 OPL. Tel: 01981 510364

Gloucestershire Old Spots

Waterpitdown Rufus 59, 21/08/2007, DJW/59, R003857GS
Mr Steve Parker, Beacon Hill Farm, Old Wareham Road, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 3RZ. Tel: 07836 226442

Hampshire

Imp Daniel of Whitehill Dn54835060 3506, 04/10/2006, IMP/3506, RO00219HP
Imp Royal of Whitehill Dn548323606 3236, 13/05/2006, IMP/3236, RO00217HP
Mr N Overend, Ballymacpeake, 160 Moyagall Road, Portglenone, Co Antrim, N Ireland, BT44 8LX. Tel: 028 2582 0004

Mangalitza

Paradise Wonder , 21/03/2005, VEGH/1119, RO00017MG
Paradise Curly 2, 24/07/2006, YAD/6, RO00041MG
Mr Mark Graham, Wain Lee Farm, Brown Lees Road, Harriseahead, Staffs, ST7 4LF. Tel: 07973 680517

Aston Curly 9, 26/09/2007, GXT/9, RO00066MG
Mr JT Smith & Ms TYL Jaine, Rose Cottage, Back Lane, Stainforth, Doncaster, DN7 5BA. Tel: 01302 351251

Cromar Leader 17, 02/08/2007, GRK/17, RO0O0081MG
Mr JT Smith & Ms TYL Jaine, Rose Cottage, Back Lane, Stainforth, Doncaster, DN7 5BA. Tel: 01302 351251

Oxford Sandy & Black

Clockswood Jack 9, 22/02/2004, CLO/470, R0001150S
Mr & Mrs G & P Christianson, The Stables, Radford Lane, Lower Penn, Staffordshire, WV3 8JT. Tel: 01902 766366

Hugill Alistair 12, 08/07/2007, PTC/12, R0O006760S
Mr IC & Mrs SJ Evans, Damson Cottage, Huttoft, Thurlby, Nr Alford, Lincs, LN13 9JW. Tel: 01507 490279

Longash Clarence 10, 13/08/2006, CMF/1518, R0005230S
Mr J Healy, St Johns Farm, Brooks Green, Horsham, Sussex, RH13 0JN. Tel: 01403 741406

Bissettdown Alistair , 03/11/2006, RHE/30, R0005420S
Mrs Julie Nagle, Craig End, Brimley Hill, Church Stanton, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 7QH. Tel: 01823 602946

Rubus Jack , 14/05/2007, HLE/73, RO006180S
Bissettdown Alistair 3, 19/04/2007, RHE/48, R0006140S
Mr G & Mrs K Partridge, The Court, Grenna Lane, Perranwell Station, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 7LL. Tel: 01872 870353

Harecroft Jack 2, 01/04/2007, BHW/2, RO006060S
Mr David Thomson, Whitehouse, Ancrum, Jedburgh, Scottish Borders, TD8 6UN. Tel: 01835 830569

Tamworth

Stoneymoor Royal Standard , 14/01/2004, HCE/320, RO0O0100TW
Mrs Julia French, Greatwood Cottage Farm, Offley Brook, Eccleshall, Staffs, ST21 6HA. Tel: 01630 620495

MOONSHINE Jasper 3, 09/02/2006, BNK/132, RO00663TW
Miss T Light, New Barn Farm, Banbury Hill, Enstone Road, Charlbury, OX7 3JH. Tel: 01608 813001

Clearview Golden Ranger 45, 13/08/2003, JVA/45, RO00045TW
Mr | Taylor & Miss S Gallon, Whitelands Farm, Sulehay Road, Yarwell, Northants, PE8 6PW. Tel: 01780 783298

Welsh 34

Milday Earl 75, 03/11/2007, MPC/9192F, R0O01153WE
Messrs B & C Beck, Panorama, Tylamorris, Gardeners Lane, Neath, W Glamorgan, SA11 2AU. Tel: 01639 644091
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The following boar studs have advertised their
pedigree boars on the BPA website.

For the latest lists visit www.britishpigs.org and use
the search for pigs facility in the Pedigree Pigs
section of the website.

Contact the individual Al centres for details of
delivery times and prices.

All the studs listed are EU licensed to the highest
stand for export

Deerpark Pedigree Pigs, 2 Drumanee Road,
Bellaghy, Magherafelt, Northern Ireland, BT45 8LE.
Tel: 02879 386 287

DU Deerpark Sveske 3847 R000310DU

LA  Deerpark Ovasjon 465M R0O03832LA

LA  Deerpark Notis 4496K RO0O0189LA

LA  Deerpark Pasta 7493K R0O01626LA

LA  Deerpark Elias 7277L R002484LA

LA  Deerpark Esmer 5538K RO0O0186LA

LA  Deerpark Kill 38773 ROA/3877J

LA  Deerpark Norton 3485K RO0O0194LA

LA  Deerpark Norton 9290L RO03037LA

LA  Deerpark Enorm 5516K R0O00185LA

LW Bellaghy King David 3664CR003852LW
LW Bellaghy Napoleon RO03079LW

LW  Bellaghy Danny 3454B R000215LW

LW  Bellaghy Danny 8205C R005592LW

LW Bellaghy Champion Boy 7253C R004111LW
LW Bellaghy Uisto 2329C, R003294LW

LW  Bellaghy Gul 7274C, , RO05016LW

LW  Pitkennedy Mcflannel 36, WMU/2091F

LW  Trepraze Champion Boy 9, R006112LW
LW  Bellaghy Alpine 6387C, R0O05337LW

LW  Bellaghy Field Marshal 9295A, RAB/9295A
LW  Bellaghy Napoleon 2475C, RO03079LW
LW Bellaghy King David 3664C, RO03852LW
LW Pitkennedy Valiant 10, WMU/1785F

LW Bellaghy Field Marshal 9295A, RAB/9295A
LW  Trepraze Champion Boy 9, R0O06112LW
LW  Pitkennedy Valiant 10, WMU/1785F

LW  Pitkennedy Mcflannel 36, WMU/2091F

LW Bellaghy Gul 7274C, RO05016LW

LW  Bellaghy Uisto 2329C, R003294LW

LW  Bellaghy Champion Boy 7253C, R004111LW
LW  Bellaghy Danny 8205C, R005592LW

LW Bellaghy Danny 3454B, RO00215LW

LW  Bellaghy Alpine 6387C, R0O05337LW

PT Imp Atlas of Deerpark RO0O0078PT

PT  Imp Andrew of Deerpark RO00077PT

PT  Deerpark Mark RO00226PT

PT  Imp William of Deerpark RO0O0074PT

PT  Imp Mark of Deerpark ROO0076PT

PT  Imp David of Deerpark RO0O0079PT

WE Stoneymoor Royal Standard 6 RO00560TW

JJ Genetics, Rectory Lane, Little Melton
Norwich, Norfolk, NR9 3PF.
Tel 01603 812231

DU
LA

LA

LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
PT

PT

Tates Bold Stroke 3 R000351DU
Glenmarshal Norton 8394C R004597LA
Tates Uilu 6, RO04249LA

Glenmarshal King David 6401 R0O06059LW
Tates Alpine 770 R0O05685LW

Tates Field Marshal 887 R0O05687LW
Bellaghy Gul 6224C R003787LW

Tates Field Marshal 869 RO05093LW
Glenmarshal King David 6394 RO06060LW
Tates King David 237 RO06000LW
Glenmarshal King David 6394 RO06060LW
Tates King David 237 R0O06000LW

Tates Danny 299 RO05686LW
Glenmarshal King David 6401 R0O06059LW
Tates Alpine 770 R0O05685LW

Tates Danny 299 RO05686LW

Tates Field Marshal 869 RO05093LW
Bellaghy Gul 6224C R003787LW

Tates Field Marshal 887 RO05687LW
Deerpark Andrew 25 R0O00154PT

Deerpark William 37 RO00183PT

Glenmarshal Sires Ltd, 1a Dougans Road
Kilkeel, Co Down, N Ireland, BT34 4DH.
Tel: 028 4176 9400

LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LA
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW
LW

Glenmarshal Notis 2167C R001268LA
Glenmarshal Norton 9238C R0O04599LA
Glenmarshal Notis 7386C R004614LA
Glenmarshal Krosus 6845C R004152LA
Glenmarshal Notis 8176C R004645LA
Glenmarshal Norton 9239C R004655LA
Glenmarshal Nekton 9294C R004598LA
Glenmarshal Notis 3E R004629LA
Glenmarshal Kefalos 11E R004613LA
Glenmarshal Notis 7007C R004141LA
Glenmarshal Limbus 2752C R001634LA
Glenmarshal Limbus 9080C R004600LA
Glenmarshal Alpine 6085 R005749LW
Glenmarshal Lommo 6197 R0O05681LW
Glenmarshal Field Marshal 6680 RO05784LW
Glenmarshal King David 6305 R006058LW
Glenmarshal Alpine 6085 R005749LW
Glenmarshal King David 6497 R006163LW
Glenmarshal Alpine 6169 R006067LW
Glenmarshal King David 6405 R006109LW
Glenmarshal Alpine 6604 RO06111LW
Glenmarshal Lommo 6197 R0O05681LW
Glenmarshal King David 6305 RO06058LW
Glenmarshal King David 6497 R006163LW
Glenmarshal Alpine 6169 R006067LW
Glenmarshal King David 6405 R006109LW
Glenmarshal Alpine 6604 RO06111LW
Glenmarshal Field Marshal 6680 RO05784LW
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Mr Brian Andrews, CO. ARMAGH

The Kingsmills herd of Oxford Sandy & Black
Miss Clare Armstrong, WILTSHIRE

The Beanacres herd of British Saddleback
Mrs H Askew, LINCOLNSHIRE

The Westdale herd of British Saddleback
Miss K Barber, POWYS

The Oakwood herd of Large Black

Mrs C & Mr S Barnard, DORSET

The Timberline herd of British Saddleback
Mr Tim & Mrs Julie Bennetts, CORNWALL
The Chy-an-besow herd of Berkshire

Mr | G Birden, WARWICKSHIRE

The Clifton herd of Oxford Sandy & Black
Mrs E Boot, DERBYSHIRE

The Springview herd of Mangalitza

Miss Amanda L Booth, CHESHIRE

The Warburton herd of Large Blacks

Mr M Brennan, WARWICKSHIRE

The Southcrest herd of Tamworth

Mr Nigel Brookes, CARMARTHENSHIRE
The Vaynor herd of Berkshire

Mr Dan Bull, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

The Croxtonpark herd

Mr Darren Butler, CEREDIGION

The Hafaidd herd of British Saddleback

Mr Grant Byford, KENT

The Gunston herd

Mr Robert H Calvert, CO. DOWN

The Springvale herd of Large Black

Mr Anthony Cheetham, WORCESTERSHIRE
The Erniesgang herd of Large Black

Mr C W Cheshire-Gower, SURREY

Large Black herd

Mr David Chlad,

The Sauchieburn herd

Miss Verity Clarke, DORSET

Mr Ben Clayton, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
The Ginger herd of Oxford Sandy & Black
Mr R Coles, SCOTLAND NE.

The Uppergroalpans herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Miss Sophie Cook, CAMBRIDGESHIRE
The Riverdrove herd of Berkshire

Mrs H Cooper, DORSET

The Downhouse herd

Mrs S Critchlow, DERBYSHIRE

The Manormeadow herd of Middle White
Mrs W Currie, CO. ANTRIM

The Mossview herd of British Saddleback
Mrs Melanie J Davis,

The Carrhall herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr HG Davis, DEVON

The Lilcott herd

Mr Gawen Dickinson, YORKSHIRE N.

The Fryton herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots,Oxford
Sandy & Black

Mr Callum Dodds, ESSEX

Mrs J Douglas, LINCOLNSHIRE

The Thurlbymeadow herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
John, Anne & Mark Dowling, IRISH REPUBLIC
The Moorechurch herd of British Saddleback
Mr Jim Driscoll, CORNWALL

The Newhall herd
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Mrs Nina Ducker, CORNWALL

The Trolver herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Miss Isabella Edgar, HERTFORDSHIRE
Mrs J Edwards, WORCESTERSHIRE

The Brambles herd

Mr E Eurwyn Edwards, GWYNEDD

The Glynllifon herd of Welsh

Mr Duncan Ellis, YORKSHIRE W.

The Finchingdyke herd of British Saddleback
Mr C J Errington, DORSET

The Smacombe herd of British Saddleback
Mr Peter Erskine, SCOTLAND SE.

The Snowdropqueens herd

Mrs G Eyers, YORKSHIRE N.

The Allerton herd of British Saddleback

Ms Yvonne Ferguson, SUSSEX

The Maudlin herd of Berkshire,Oxford Sandy &
Black, Tamworth

Mr George Ferguson, CO. FERMANAGH
The Rooskey herd

Mr N Francis, WARWICKSHIRE

The Fulready herd

Mr Will Gibbs, ESSEX

The Totham herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Miss Sarah Greenhall, WARWICKSHIRE
Mr J & Mrs M Hadfield, HAMPSHIRE

The Jaam herd of Berkshire

Mr David Hamlin, CORNWALL

The Camelhill herd of Berkshire

Mrs S Harden, CUMBRIA

The Brougham herd of British Saddleback
Mrs Jayne A Hassell, MERSEYSIDE

The Oldwood herd

Ms Moya Hayward, SURREY

The Ramblingpigs herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Kevin Herbert, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
The Tollgatepigs herd of Mangalitza

Mr S W Hodges, Ceridigion

The Fronheulog herd of Welsh

Mrs Patricia Holloway, WILTSHIRE

The Lavington herd

Mrs J Houseman, YORKSHIRE N.

The Padside herd

Mr Oliver J Hunter, GLOUCESTERSHIRE
The Pembersspots herd of Gloucestershire Old
Spots

Mrs R C Hutchinson, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
The Roundhay herd of British Saddleback

Mr Richard Ireson, CO. FERMANAGH

The Mabswood herd of Tamworth

Mr & Mrs E Jacob, CARMARTHENSHIRE
The Carain herd of Welsh

Mrs Carole James, INTERNATIONAL

The Lesaint herd of Gloucestershire Old

Spots, Tamworth

Mr & Mrs N James, WILTSHIRE

The Foscote herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Chris Jones, WEST GLAMORGAN

The Cadle herd of Welsh

Mrs E Jones, GWYNEDD

The Pegusus herd of Mangalitza

Mr Wayne Keough, LANCASHIRE

The Evesown herd of Large Black
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Mrs Marilyn Keymer, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

The Tentrees herd

Mrs Joanna King, NORFOLK

The Fieldbarn herd of Berkshire

Mr Nichola Kirkwood, IRISH REPUBLIC

The Ardnavaha herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mrs Amanda Lang, DEVON

The Broadparkham herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr John Langan, GREATER LONDON

The Cressfield herd of Berkshire

Mr Peter le Bas, NEW ZEALAND

The Whiteoaks herd

Dr M Lloyd, SUSSEX

The Quern herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Miss Jade Lomas, SOMERSET

Mr Mark Lovatt, STAFFORDSHIRE

The Fields herd

Mrs Julie Lowry, CO. DERRY

The Cullion herd

Ms P Mackle, IRISH REPUBLIC

The Silverstream herd

Mr Sam Martin, HAMPSHIRE

The Bramleywallop herd

Ms Hilary Martin, SOMERSET

The Kenn herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots

Ms E Massie, HERTFORDSHIRE

Mrs Jane Mathews, CHESHIRE

The Hopecottage herd of Oxford Sandy & Black
Mr Colin McClelland, CO. ARMAGH

The Loughans herd of British Saddleback,Middle
White

Mr & Mrs McRoy, LINCOLNSHIRE

The Lanercost herd of Berkshire

Mrs Lisa Miller, BERKSHIRE

The Providence herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mrs Linda Millward, WORCESTERSHIRE

The Millbrook herd

Mr Austin Mockridge, SOMERSET

The Middletonmill herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Andrew Montgomery, CO. ANTRIM

The Firgrove herd of British Saddleback, Tamworth
Mr Justin Morris, CAMBRIDGESHIRE

The Blackbank herd

Mrs J Munn, CORNWALL

The Penhellick herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mrs E Murdock, CUMBRIA

The Womansland herd of Berkshire

Mrs R Newman, SUSSEX

The Wychwood herd of Gloucestershire Old
Spots,Oxford Sandy & Black

Mrs Morag Newman, IRISH REPUBLIC

The Moortown herd of Mangalitza

Mrs J Nicholas, DEVON

The Amber herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots

Mr W Nickson, SUFFOLK

The Herronick herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr C & Mrs H Osborne, SCOTLAND SW.

The Tynron herd of Large Black

Mr Steve Parker, DORSET

The Beaconhill herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr & Mrs D Parsons, WORCESTERSHIRE

The Woodcotegreen herd of British Saddleback
Mr David Paterson, HAMPSHIRE

B7

The Staunton herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Dave Pauling, CORNWALL

The Stokely herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Pilkington Farms, HERTFORDSHIRE

The Offleyhoo herd of Middle White

Miss Lynette Pounder, YORKSHIRE N.

The Cusworth herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mrs Bronwen Ramsay, GWENT

The Mynyddislwyn herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr J H Richardson, HEREFORDSHIRE

The Worfield herd of Tamworth

Mrs Jane Robins, DORSET

The Holywell herd of British Saddleback

S J Richardson & J A Wood, CHESHIRE

The Finnington herd of Large Black,Middle White
Mr J Sanderson, SCOTLAND SE.

The Nethertown herd of British Saddleback
Shuttleworth College, BEDFORDSHIRE

The Shuttleworth herd

Mr JT Smith & Ms TYL Jaine, YORKSHIRE S.
The Northmoor herd of Mangalitza

Mr M Spencer-Nairn, SCOTLAND NW.

The Struy herd of Berkshire

Mr Anthony Spiers, LINCOLNSHIRE

The Supernova herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Kevin J Sprigg, GLOUCESTERSHIRE

The Newent herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mrs Patricia Stebbings, CARMARTHENSHIRE
The Rhydybennau herd of Welsh

Mr RGJ & Mrs D Thomson, DEVON

The Stickerbridge herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr David Totty, FRANCE

The Besnard herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Kevin Townsend, NORFOLK

The Bramblefarm herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr M Tundley, DEVON

The Moorside herd of British
Saddleback,Gloucestershire Old Spots,Large
Black,Oxford Sandy & Black

Miss Charis Walton, CHESHIRE

Mr Andrew Warburton, LANCASHIRE

The Adamsbridge herd of Large Black,Oxford Sandy &
Black

Mrs Ruth Warham, BERKSHIRE

The Berrys herd

Mrs Paula Watson, LINCOLNSHIRE

The Woodview herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mrs M Webb, DENBIGHSHIRE

The Tynllwyn herd of Large Black

Mrs Jill Whiting, NORFOLK

The Waveney herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Miss Lisa Whiting, BERKSHIRE

The Watershipview herd

Miss D Willliams, FLINTSHIRE

The Gwtergoch herd of Welsh

Mrs Susan Wiper, HERTFORDSHIRE

The Rigshall herd of Gloucestershire Old Spots
Mr Julian Wood, ANGLESEY

The Whitebeach herd

Mrs Jane Wormell, DORSET

The Blackdog herd of Large Black, Tamworth

Mr Philip York, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

The Cedars herd of British Saddleback
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In the first of a series of articles about new BPA members and their ~ BPA z
experiences, Sue Fildes, our BPA correspondent, meets new BPA e -?:\9
member Debbie Survila at her home in Devon’s Blackdown Hills. i‘:,‘ci

What a fickle business it is, keeping pigs!
When | met Debbie Survila (an equine
podiatrist and Bowen therapist), her
husband Gary Adcock, and her pigs, she
had it all worked out: 2 Large Black (LB)
sows farrowing simultaneously twice a
year, a few private weaner sales, any
runts and the best show quality gilt kept
for themselves, the remainder off to a
Rare Breed Pork enterprise at a fair
price. But now, that enterprise has
ceased, the sows have farrowed again,
there are 22 more mouths to feed and no ¥
guaranteed outlets. Such is life!

They already kept sheep and poultry and
wanted to branch out into home-grown
pork. They knew nothing about pigs but
wanted to learn about the most intelligent =
of domesticated animals. So they bought ARG ey —— R

some books, researched on the web and it S R P i L e DAl :
attended a pig-keeping course. were chosen from the same place, used farrowing. By then Debbie had a second

But which breed? They considered to living together. Both had had only arc, this time with a removable floor, so
Oxford Sandy & Blacks, but really they had one litter and had been empty fora  that she could evaluate the pros and
wanted a rarer breed. LBs were while even though one was 17 months, cons of having a floor. Both arcs are
considered ‘vulnerable’ (RBST official the other 28 months. The ex-owner had  painted green to merge in with the
status) with only 427 BPA member- had them scanned and certified in-pig to  scenery, as they can see, and be seen,
owned breeding females on the a pedigree boar, as she knew that sows  for miles.

database. Enquiries via the LB society that had had a long empty period can be Their first litters for Debbie were born in
produced several local breeders who, difficult to get in pig again. The younger February 08. The sows vendor came
even with nothing to sell, invited them sow is apparently the boss, even though  over to inspect, notch to the breed

over to see and talk about the pigs. she is much the smaller as she got standard (different for each breed), and
Debbie found these people all caught at only 5 months of age by an advise on the quality of the piglets.
unbelievably friendly and passionate over amorous young field mate - she had Debbie had already decided that she
about their pigs. had a litter of only a couple of piglets at ~ would like to show her pigs, 5 gilts were
The decision was made — LBs. A just 9 months of age. assessed to be possible show/breeding
traditional breed in the south-west where So they were going to have mature sows quality and there was just one runt,
they live, lop eared, docile, easy on nice pasture - to ring or not to ring, luckily a gilt who was earmarked
beginners pigs, hardy, prolific, dual that is the question! Debbie reminisces: (literally!) to be their own pork.

purpose grass eaters. So they needed ‘They had been ringed already but the The litter was birth notified and the best
equipment. Luckily they managed to buy rings had fallen out so | asked for them to gilt registered to themselves using the

one nice insulated arc second-hand, be re-ringed. I'd seen pigs out on green  BPA online facility. Debbie wants to

without a floor, locally. pastures and this made starting with pigs produce pedigree pigs to support the

Two well handled young in-pig sows an easier pill to swallow when you're breed, so joined BPA at the all in price of
used to managing £60 (on the basis that she would be

: < grassland for registering 6 to 8 pigs a year) rather than
. i iy : perfection. We buy birth notification and registration

y ' _ weren't there when forms separately as and when required.
they were ringed, | She’s delighted that the prefix
' suspect that if we ‘Blackdown’ was available, it's perfect for
had been then only  her herd.
one pig would have  They were lucky to be offered a very nice
been done! quality unrelated boar on loan from
On arrival the nose-  another local breeder, so the sows were
ring wounds were a  weaned together and put in with him.
bit oozy for a while.  Though she was rather smitten with this
Debbie wonders if boar, she can’t envisage having her own

this could have boar for just 2 sows.
contributed to their Some weaners from these first
\ initial behaviour— farrowings were sold privately, the best
They were very shy, one and the runt were retained, the
not coming out of remaining 10 healthy ‘spares’ went off to

A8 their shared ark for 2 the aforementioned, now ceased, rare
%e Weeks, being hand breed pork enterprise. The sows both
feed rolls and water. caught first time, but the boar was kept
The sows were for 6 weeks to make sure.

@l sgparated for With the boar gone, Debbie decided to




acre field of grass, shared amicably with
the 3 rare breed rams. At feeding times
the gilts would not stand a chance at the
same trough as the sows, so the sows
are fed first, then the gilts have been
trained to follow the bucket to the other
end of the run, where they get their own
ration in peace.

Water is piped up to a bath in the field,
but controlled manually. The bath is
tipped over whenever the wallow needs
refreshing.

Feed is in a wooden shed within the pigs
area! Itisn't a problem (yet!) but an extra
bit of electric fence is going up soon!
They chose a local one day show for
their debut — ‘Mid Devon’ at the end of
July. However, opposition was top class,
most of the show people from the whole
South-west were there. Just the best gilt
was entered, but they took the runt as
company for her. Unexpectedly the
stewards insisted they take the runt into
the ring for the fun of it! Gary was
embarrassed to be caught out in shorts
and T-shirt when formal wear is the
norm, but he had no choice! The
stewards greased the gilt (mandatory for
a black pig), gave Gary a coat, board and
stick — no argument taken! Debbie’s pig
board had been acquired from the sows
previous owner, and a suitable pig cane
had been found for £1 in a charity shop,
fantastic, light weight, very hard to find.
They were placed third and fourth, and
on request the judge was able to point
out the good and bad points of the better

....S0 both gilts went for pork. Debbie
says ‘Catching has been easy so far,
simply nuts in the trailer. | went to the
abattoir first thing when no-one else was
there and I'd barely left the pen when
they were on the hook. Unfortunately the
heads came back too ..... gulp ..... the
pork is exceptional (I'm not biased?) and

I'm picking up the dry cured bacon and

hardcore base for our winter quarters to
make things easier and cleaner for the
pigs. This would be my ideal coupled
with a floorless ark.’
The nose rings? We don't have the
facilities to put them back in, and I'd be
as stressed as they would be having it
. done, so we'll just take life with the pigs
as it comes, and rotate the ground as
necessary.
.+ Future plans... Debbie may consider

| buying an absolutely top quality show gilt,
but obviously she’d prefer to have
something really good to come out of her
own sows, by using classy boars. But
she’ll then need to find a new home for
. the 2 original sows, this would be
emotionally tough as she is now so
. attached to them. Has she enjoyed
being featured? ‘Yes! | would have
loved to read about other beginners — so
I hope my experience will help someone
else.’
If you are a new pedigree breeder and
would like to be featured, please contact
the BPA office.

t‘:é e
hams and 2 batches of sausages next
week from a specialist processor.’

The sows vendor is coming back, again,
to check out the quality of the 22 new
piglets. One gilt has the boar’s owner’s
name on it. Debbie will hope to keep 2
gilts from each litter and
eventually chose the best
to show in the ‘July gilt’
classes at next year's
shows. She’ll also keep
any runts, but hopes to
sell the rest. She won't
wean before 8 weeks,
even though they are
farrowing a bit late for the
show classes (August
rather than July). For her
it's the reward the sows
get for carrying them for
all that time.

Which arc is best?
Debbie says ‘the rats
prefer the floored version
as they can burrow
underneath... mind you
the pigs like the rats -
yuk. Our ground was
quite soft (and level) so
we had rubber mats
under the one with no
floor. I think on balance
I'd prefer one with a floor
as long as it's removable, .
(else cleaning it out would
be so difficult), especially
for the winter - but it was
more expensive. With or
without a floor they are
still heavy to move
around whatever the
salesman says. Now |
think being able to move
the thing is more
important. We are
thinking of putting@own a

Photos copyright Debbie Survila 2008.




n n
.Y TRUTH IS STRANGER THAT FICTION 1o

The Tamworth Tearooms are located in a well know East
Coast resort. You can sit at a table in the window and watch
the sun sink slowly into the sea. Can you guess the name of
the town. Answers on an interesting piggy postcard please.

lllustrator Jake Tebbit created this Eddie Grundy
style character for a BPA leaflet urging new
buyers to check that their pig really is a
Gloucestershire Old Spot. Perhaps these Young
Farmers doing their Duke of Edinburgh Stock
Judging at the Royal should have read our leaflet
as carefully as Minister of Agriculture, Hilary
Benn. Chief Executive, Marcus Bates seems to
think he has made a sale. Doesn't he realise that
the Minister is a vegetarian!!

Have you got any interesting piggy pictures or
stories to tell. If so please send them to the BPA
office for the next newsletter.






